to determine the virulence of these micro organisms. Guinea pigs weighing about 400g were injected 50mg of iron dextran intraperitoneally on first day and 50mg of desferal intraperitoneally on the second day preceding bacterial inoculation to increase susceptibility of the animals to infection. A volume of 25 µL containing 10 9 organisms were put into right conjunctival sac of a group of three guinea pigs for each isolate. Control animals were given culture of Shigella dysteriae as positive control, while the uninoculated left eye of each animal used in the test served as negative control. Animals were examined daily for 5 to 7 days for the evidence of conjunctivitis.
